NC AFDO Annual Education Conference    October 2010

Investigations and Inspections Section Meeting Summary.  

 Submitted by: Jan Kelly, Section President

 There were approximately 20 attendees representing eleven Federal, State, and Local agencies. 
Authors Note: While the information contained below is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge, the author makes no representation or guarantee as to such accuracy and/or completeness. Further, NCAFDO expressly disclaims any responsibility for errors, omissions, or agency misrepresentation in the information provided. 
· Discussion on the Food Safety bill in Congress.  What additional authorities it would give FDA, at least as the bill is currently written.  
· Dietary Supplement Manufacturers – discussion on inspection or licensing of these firms.  Training is available from FDA.  You may request a list of registered firms from FDA via a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. Many state agencies are not aware of firms in their jurisdiction. 
· Honey – discussion on licensing and inspection of honey producers/processors.  Illinois just passed a law exempting producers from inspection if they have less than 100 hives or produce 500 gallons.  MN Statute has a licensing exemption for products of the farm.   FDA advised that firms may still be subject to federal requirements. 

· Training – discussion on training sources and opportunities 


· FDA -ORA U    Provides web based courses and classroom courses.    http://www.fda.gov/Training/ForStateLocalTribalRegulators/default.htm
· International Food Protection Training Institute (IFPTI).  IFPTI offers ‘career-spanning, certified food protection training to State, local, tribal and territorial food protection professionals through a network of university-based centers of excellence’.  See their web site at www.ifpti.org  
· Other state, local training programs on specific topics available on-line, on CDs.   Some items brought up in particular were vacuum packaging, smoking/curing, ethnic cheeses (Hispanic, Greek) and meat items. 
· Discussed posting known training opportunities and resources on the NCAFDO web site.  This issue will be brought to the NCAFDO board of directors for further discussion and action. 
· Raw Milk - Popular item for discussion. Several agencies (McHenry County in IL, Minnesota, Michigan, FDA) have had outbreaks or other regulatory cases.  Regulations vary from state to state. 
· Internet Sales - Often an agency receives complaints about a food sold via the internet and the web-site does not give enough information about the location of the firm to adequately investigate or refer the complaint. FDA sees food sales via the internet as wholesaling based on their retail definition of ‘available for immediate consumption’.  Internet sales complaints can be referred to FDA. 
· Outbreak or other foodborne incidents 
· When is it appropriate to use the Incident Command System (ICS) during an outbreak?  What are trigger points for activation of an ICS structured response? 
· Minnesota and Michigan are two of the nine states working under Rapid Response Team cooperative agreements with FDA. Trigger points and activation of an ICS structured response are among the many projects the RRTs and FDA are working on.  Suggestion to set up procedures within your agency and practice use even on small events/incidents.  That will make you more practiced for larger events.  For more information contact Jan Kelly at MN Dept of Agriculture  Jan.L.Kelly@state.mn.us
· What Information is needed by state or FDA?  Specific product information to conduct a traceback is helpful. Contact Shelly Watkins at Illinois Dept of Public Health Elizabeth.Watkins@Illinois.gov for a form with information that should be collected. 

· In Illinois, the State submits illness reports to CDC

· Concern about full understanding of ‘recalls’ and appropriate response, especially in ethnic markets 

