NC AFDO Annual Education Conference    October 2010

Administration Section Meeting Summary.  

 Submitted by: Clark Hepper, Section President

 There were approximately 10attendees representing Federal, State, and Local agencies. While the information contained below is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge, I make no representation or guarantee as to such accuracy and/or completeness. Further, NCAFDO expressly disclaims any responsibility for errors, omissions, or agency misrepresentation in the information provided. 
State Reports Reflect:

· New food code revisions 

· Raw milk

· Farmers market(Pickle Bill) 

· RV Park issues
· Budget deficits

· Lack of trained personal in fields do to attrition

· Apple cider  

· Counterfeit medicine

· New legislation/ election
· Discussion on the Food Safety bill in Congress.  What additional authorities it would give FDA, at least as the bill is currently written.  
· Food Code rewrites or updates are being addressed in many of the North Central States. (WI, MN, SD,MI, OH)  Discussion was presented on how each state is addressing the new rating system with the FDA 2009 code.  (Core, Priority, Priority foundation items vs critical, non critical items)

· Many of the states have or are addressing the cottage or farmers market industry.  The is a big push from the federal government to get back to farm to table products, and each state is working on how best to handle this topic under the current code enforcement structure.  (MN, WI, SD, ND)  
· Honey – discussion on licensing and inspection of honey producers/processors.  Illinois.

· Raw Milk - Popular item for discussion. Several agencies IL, SD, MN, MI, FDA) have had outbreaks or other regulatory cases.  Regulations vary from state to state. 

· Internet Sales - Often an agency receives complaints about a food sold via the internet and the web-site does not give enough information about the location of the firm to adequately investigate or refer the complaint. FDA sees food sales via the internet as wholesaling based on their retail definition of ‘available for immediate consumption’.  Internet sales complaints can be referred to FDA. 
· North Dakota is having licensing issues with the RV parks based on the need for additional housing associated with the oil boom in the western part of the state.  Issues include, water, sewage, life safety. 
· Ohio discussed issues with licensing and inspection of apple cider producers/processors and the problem of e-coli contamination in the products.  
